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man, though addicted to wine and all kinds of debauchery, was, however,
remarkable for three good qualities: hospitality, liberality, and compassion.
Whensoever he saw a stranger or traveller he would assist him very cordially;
and he used to go about the streets and into the public places in the night-
time and relieved the poor according to their necessities. After several
years commerce in the vicious way already mentioned, Aglae, touched with
a motion of divine grace and feeling some compunction within herself,
called Boniface to her and thus opened her mind to him: "You are
sensible how deep we are plunged in vice, without reflecting that we
must appear before God to give an account of all our actions, I have
heard say that they who honour those that suffer for the sake of Jesus
Christ shall have a share in their glory. In the East the servants of
Jesus Christ every day suffer torments and lay down their lives for his
sake. Go thither, then, and bring me the relics of some of those con-
querors, that we may honour their memories and be saved by their assist-
ance." Boniface came into the proposal; and having raised a considerable
sum of money to purchase the bodies of the martyrs from their executioners
and to distribute among the poor, said to Aglae on his departure, " I won't
fail to bring back with me the relics of martyrs, if I find any; but what
if my own body should be brought to you for that of a martyr ? " She
reproved him for jesting in a matter so serious. The steward set out,
but was now entirely a new man. Penetrated with sentiments of com-
punction, in all that long journey from Rome into the East he neither
ate meat nor drank wine; and his fasts he accompanied with prayers,
tears, and pentitential works. The church at that time enjoyed peace
in the West, but in the East the persecution, which had been begun by
Diocletian, was carried on with great cruelty by Galerius Maximianus and
Maximinus Dale. It raged most fiercely in Cilicia, under an inhuman
governor named Simplicius. Boniface therefore directed his journey to
Tarsus, the capital of that country. He no sooner arrived at the city,
but alighting, he sent away all his servants with the horses to an inn and
went himself straight to the court of the governor, whom he found seated
on his tribunal, and many holy martyrs suffering under their tortures:
one hung up by the feet, with his head over a fire; another stretched
almost to the tearing of his limbs on four planks or stakes; a third sawn
asunder; a fourth had his hands cut off; a fifth was fixed to the ground
by a stake run through his neck; a sixth, having his hands and feet
tied behind him, the executioners were beating with clubs. There were
no less than twenty tortured after this cruel manner, the sight whereof
shocked the beholders, while their courage and resolution filled them with
amazement; Boniface went boldly up to these champions of Christ and,
having saluted them, cried out, " Great.is the God of the Christians,
great is the God of the holy martyrs. I beseech you, the servants of Jesus